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IDEA EXCHANGE
By MILDRED SWEM, Los Angeles, California
Worried about pounds?
Are you worried about pounds—not the 
kind that are composed of calories, but the 
kind that are composed of shillings and 
pence ?
You never know when you will be called 
upon to convert pounds into dollars or com­
pute percentages or add or subtract pounds, 
shillings and pence.
From school you probably remember that 
there are twelve pence to a shilling and 
twenty shillings to a pound. You can usu­
ally find the official rate of exchange on the 
financial pages of the newspaper. Even with 
this information, it is difficult to make any 
computation until the shillings and pence 
are converted into decimals with which we 
are familiar. The decimal equivalent for 
shillings and pence may be set forth in a 





















The following addition in pounds, shil­
lings and pence can be converted to decimals 
and added in the usual manner, then recon­
verted to pounds, shillings and pence if 
necessary:
£ 14.19.11 14.996
2. 2. 2 2.108
17.104 £ 17. 2. 1
—Lurena Deutsch, Los Angeles
Computing percentage by adding
Have you ever wished that your adding 
machine would do multiplication and divi­
sion? Here is one way your adding ma­
chine can serve as a calculator.
If you are repeatedly using a number as 
a divisor, such as in computing percent­
ages based on sales, prepare a multiplica­
tion table on the adding machine. Follow­
ing is an example of such a table; the 





















By referring to the table, you can de­
termine quickly how many times the num­
ber 819 will go into any other number. 
For example, if you wish to divide 819 
into 3347, you will see quickly that it goes 
four times (3276). The laborious task of 
multiplication is eliminated, and there 
need be no trial and error in division.
—Doris Parks, C.P.A., Seattle
(Continued from page 5)
In closing may I add the wish that each 
Chapter will reward the 1956-57 officers, 
Marguerite Gibb and her committees with 
a large delegation in Seattle, beginning with 
preconvention activities September 19th and 
ending September 23rd.
The untiring efforts of each hostess chap­
ter to bring friendship, hospitality and ex­
cellent programs to those in attendance at 
all these meetings is deeply appreciated.
It has been a privilege and pleasure to 
serve as your President for 1955-56. The 
many hours in this service, friendships ac­
quired through the chapters visited, and 
experience gained are immeasurable.
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